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rather that the tongue were torn from your mouth,
or the hand cut from your body*

This is virtually my reply on the second point. I
apprehend it is perfectly legitimate to charge true
logical consequences on opinions and acts, though not
upon persons. The inclosed letter, received last night
from Sir G, Bowyer, will supply an example. According
to it I take my religion from the majority of the House
of Commons. A more absurd and empty proposition
I have never read ; but there is nothing in it which
I am entitled to treat as a charge against me.

Believe me when I say that I do not make a declara-
tion of [this] kind, which I know to be polemical, lightly
or wantonly : for I love not the atmosphere into which
it brings me.   But I have long foreseen what must
happen if ultramontanism continued, as it has con-
tinued, to run its furious course.   As long as England
owed a debt of justice to Ireland, I said as little as
possible on this subject, lest I should hinder the discharge
of that debt.   Now, we have either paid it, as in the
Church and  Land Acts, or tendered payment, as in
the Irish University Bill, only to have it contumeliously
rejected by the Bishops of the  Pope's communion;
under orders, as I am informed from Rome, but this
is a secondary matter*   There, again, I do not think
it is for a Prime Minister without a great necessity to
expatiate much in these matters.    In a private and
independent position,  the great scales of Duty are
differently weighted.

But I should not have said so much, were it not for
two things : first, the two great changes wrought in the
position of the Latin Church by *the proceedings of 1870,;
secondly, the to me undeniable fact that the Roman
authorities have distinctly broken faith with this